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AWARDS

Van Zelst received the 1995 Gold Award from
the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association

he results of the annual

competition for land-

scaping excellence have
just been announced by the
Illineis Landscape Contrac-
tors Association at the Mid
Am Meeting in Chicago. Van
Zelst, a design/build land-
scape contractor from Wad-
sworth, won prestigious gold
and silver awards for land-
scape construction and a gold
award for landscape mainte-
nance. The honors were
given to the firm's landscape
professionals, Jan. 20, at an
awards luncheon held at the
Fairmont Hotel.

The Van Zelst firm has
been active in design, con-
struction and maintenance of
landscapes for homes, busi-
nesses and institutions in
northeastern Illinois. David
Van Zelst, landscape archi-
tect and president, saide
“There is a growing trend in
the industry for one firm to
handle the total landscape
project from design through
the full construction phase
and then maintain the prop-
erty. The ILCA Awards
reflect this design-build con-
cept.”

A gold award for excel-
lence in landscape design
and construction was given
for a Libertyville residence,
The home was constructed
two years before the land-
scape project began. A major
objective was to solve horti-
cultural problems caused by
the original construction pro-
cess in which tree root zones
had been compacted, result-
ing in a loss of trees.

MNew drainage systems
Pwere developed and special
mixes of soils installed to
protect the remaining and
newly planted trees on the
property. The end result is a
beautiful landscape which
balances the objectives of the
client with realistic choices of
plant materials to overcome

for landscape

severe site obstacles.

The homeowner is a bird
and wildlife enthusiast. The
Fountain Grass, Rudbeckia,
Liatris Spicata, and other
perennials placed in this gar-
den were used in planting
beds throughout the property
to provide a colorful and con-
stantly changing appearance.
Several large Ash trees were
installed in in a prominent
position in the front garden.

The project included a cir-
cular brick drive which cre-
ates an island garden when
viewed from inside the home.
Along the entire rear of the
property, a special selection
of deer resistant plant mate-
rials was mandated because
large groups of deer are
drawn into the area to the
delight of the client. As a
final phase of the landscape
construction, a direct mer-
cury vapor lighting system by
Lunare was installed to allow
the owner's natural enjoy-
ment of the property at all
hours of the day and night.

Van Zelst received a gold
award for its landscape main-
tenance of a two-acre residen-
tial property in a wooded
areca of Lake Forest. The
diversity of plant materials
and light conditions requires
constant technical supervi-
sion of the property Lo ensure
that the landscape manage-
ment program achieves con-
sistent results. This property
is claracterized by perimeter
perennial gardens, ground-
cover heds, bluestone hards-
capes and a sparkling turf.
Extensive flower and ground-
cover beds border one edge
of the property.

Van Zelst's silver award
was received for landscape
design and construction of an
unusual residential project in
Barrington. This involved the
blending of a variety of land-
scape elements which created
a natural prairie appearance
surrounding a newly con-
structed home. The owner's

design and

construction of this
new residential property in Libertyville.

Van Zelst wins awards
from state association

objective was to have a natu-
rally wild and rustic setting.
The design involved the use
of low-growing prairie
grasses, native wildflowers,
and shielding trees like
Spruce.

The front of the home pre
sents guests with a startling
view of a sweeping 150 foot
prairie garden that runs
along the property edge.
Euonymus Vegetus, Russian
Sage, other extensive peren:
nial plantings and large boul-
ders form a transitional
landscape area that serves as
a bridge from the prairie set
ting to the formal entryway
of mortared bluestone. Rud
beckia, Coreopsis “Moon-
beam,” Euonymus Coloratus,
Ivy, and Astilbe are some of
the varieties planted in the
driveway area.

On Jan. 25, David Van
Zelst was present in Orlando,
Fla., to receive the American
Landscape Contractors Asso
ciation Gold Award for o
Glenview project and a Merif
Award for a project in Lake
Bluff.

As a full service firm, Van
Zelst, Inc. has its own crews
to install flagstone, blue
stone, and other special stone
and brick paver work for
patios, walks and driveways
and for installation of Lunare
landscape lighting. Many oi
the trees, shrubs and peren
nials are supplied from ils
OWT MUTsery.

Van Zelst, founded by
landscape architect T. David
Van Zelst, has its main office
and nursery located on a 10
acre site at 38400 N. Highway
41. Van Zelst said the firm's
architects and designers
enjoy serving the special
interests of each client as
they undertake landscape
projects. Their work has been
honored regionally and
nationally for design, con-
struction and maintenance.



